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— DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

This action is in response to the Applicants' amendment filed on September 14, 
2004. Claims 1-7 are pending and will be considered for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

conditions and requirements of this title. X P ' therefor ' subject t0 ,he 

Claims 5 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention 
is directed to non-statutory subject matter. The limitation "...for enabling..." is merely 
one of intended use and does not explicitly mean that the program is embodied on a 
computer medium. Therefore ciaims 5 and 6 are deemed to be non-statutory subject 
matter as per MPEP 2106. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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of such treaty in the English language. 
Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Kondoh et al (US 2001/0011239 A1) hereinafter referred to as Kondoh. 

Referring to claim 1, Kondoh teaches a network marketing system, method, 
computer program, and sever comprising: 

• at least one user terminal for being operated by a user that purchases 
items and having the capability to be connected to a network (Figure 1, 
items "11" and "12"; If [0046] and [0052]); 

• an item database for storing information on items on the market Figure 1 , 
"85"; If [0050]); 

• a shopping cart database each associated with each user for storing 
shopping carts to temporarily save items to be investigated for purchase 
by a user (Figure 1 , "84"; If [0049]); and 

• a marketer server connected to said network, for providing said user 
terminal with item information stored in said item database (Figure 1 , item 
"2"; If [0052]), for adding a particular item to a shopping cart stored in said 
shopping cart database upon receiving notification from said user terminal 
to add that item to the shopping cart (If [0049]; Figure 2, steps 111-116), 
for sequentially presenting items in said shopping cart to said user 
terminal to confirm whether or not the user has the intention to purchase 
upon receiving notification from said user terminal of the intention to 

Purchase-items in the shopping cart (FigureT)rarrd7oractually accepting™ 
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an application to purchase could be confirmed (Figure 7); 
• wherein said user terminal establishes a right to purchase preferentially a 
particular item when said user saves the item in said shopping cart fl[ 
[0218]). 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to the Alloul reference have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Applicant's arguments with respect to the Kondoh reference have been fully 
considered but they are not persuasive. The Applicants have argued that Kondoh does 
not teach sequentially presenting items in the shopping cart but rather a list of items. 
The Examiner respectfully disagrees. Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary, tenth 
edition, defines sequentially as "an order of succession". Kondoh teaches an order of 
succession of items in the shopping cart (Figure 7). The Applicants have pointed to 
Figures 6A and 6B of their specification to define the limitation "sequentially presenting 
items..." however, this is merely one example of the limitation and does not exclude 
other sequential presentations. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Naeem Haq whose telephone number is (703)-305- 
3930. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wynn W. Coggins can be reached on (703)-308-1344. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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